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Professional Options and Olympic College Foundation Launch Community-Based Computer Drive for Students 

BREMERTON, WA - May 7, 2001. Professional Options and Olympic College Foundation announces its first ever Computer Drive, to be held May 26, 2001 at the Bremerton Campus Theatre Lobby from 9am - 2pm.  
The initiative was launched to address a need for equipment for Business Management, Office Technology and Computer Information students at Olympic College. Olympic College Foundation has arranged to receive donation of computers from local area residents, organizations and businesses. The May 26 event is only the first step in a region-wide computer donation program intended by Doña Keating of Professional Options. 

"I am overwhelmed by the quick response and generosity of organizations like West Sound Technology Professionals Association (www.wstpa.org), North Kitsap Options Program, and Todd Pacific Shipyards," stated Ms. Keating. "Many are joining hands to ensure that these students have the technology they need to learn. I envision that this effort will increase access to training, education and use of computers and the Internet for students, and eventually schools, nonprofit and community-based organizations, low income residents, seniors, the disabled, minorities, women and limited-English speakers."
Olympic College Foundation is the nonprofit arm of Olympic College. Kim McNamara's leadership has been pivotal in working to bridge the Digital Divide between information technology "haves" and "have nots." “This is a very exciting opportunity for students who might not be able to afford to purchase a computer,” explained Ms. McNamara.  “Everyone benefits from this program. Students will have access to computers needed for success in today’s workplace and employers will contribute to building the skills of their future employees.”
Student applications will be taken until May 18, and allocations made on a weighted scale to include such factors as family income, time enrolled at Olympic College, and field of study. Donated computers brought to the drive should be working, Y2K compliant, and at least 486s /66MHz or faster. Macintosh minimum is Power PCs. Software donations should include all related diskettes or compact discs, applicable manuals and the original product license agreements must accompany the donation. Pre-installed software should also have end-user license agreements, including the certificate of authenticity.

Volunteers are needed to transport equipment to the drive, from the drive to a storage facility, to review applications and assist at the drive. Technicians are needed to ensure computers are in working order. For more information and all the above applications, visit www.professionaloptions.org/computer.htm. You may also contact Ms. Keating at Professional Options, or Ms. McNamara at Olympic College, 360.432.5407. 

###

Professional Options is a business consulting, conference/events planning, and marketing firm formed in 1995 by a group of professionals with extensive worldwide experience in strategic management, information systems and the corporate world. It parents several ventures, one being The Guardian, an international environmental newsletter with a focus on service trips, news and products. Professional Options is also a member of West Sound Technology Professionals Association (www.wstpa.org), a recently formed organization in Kitsap County. President/CEO Doña L. Keating is well known locally for being the driving force behind Earth Day’s Earth Aware 2000, an event that brought exhibits and speakers from all types of environmental causes together for the public. The Guardian was also a premier sponsor of the national Kid’s Day America, a fun environmental event that also enabled children to obtain a free chiropractic exam. Dr. Michael Wagner was the local host of this event. 
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